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The new Trail Center is at 209 Laurel Avenue in Damascus, Va. Photos are from the ATC. 
 

Trail Center now Open in Damascus 
By Betsy Truscott 
PATH President emeritus 

On a suitably overcast and rainy late summer day in the town of Damascus, Va., a trail 
center was born.  

Shepherded into existence by Emily Mayo, director, the Damascus Trail Center occupies 
a unique location as a connector point for the Appalachian Trail, the Overmountain Victory 
Trail, and the Virginia Creeper Trail. The official opening on August 26 drew a crowd of about 
100, including Ron Hudnell, his gracious wife, Chris, and me. Protected by a tent, the crowd was 
treated to several speeches highlighting the three trails’ places in the history of the area and in 
the history of Damascus, Trail Town USA.  

Among the speakers were Tim Kaine, senator for Virginia; Morgan Griffith, 
congressional representative for Virginia; Katie Lamb, mayor of Damascus; and Sandra Marra, 
president of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 



 

Sandra Marra said of the occasion, “It’s hard to imagine a more appropriate place for the 
new Trail Center to call home.”  

The Trail Center is filled with photographs, models and exhibits about the trail. The main 
room has a mural of the surrounding mountains, making a perfect backdrop for a souvenir 
photograph. There is a large relief map of the area where you can relive your hike or plan one in 
3D. There are brochures and maps available as well as a host to answer questions. Outside are 
benches on the porch and seating scattered throughout the garden. The garden features plants 
local to the area and will provide color throughout the year. Planning for a wetland garden is 
underway to take advantage of a natural spring on the property. 

The Damascus Trail Center is located at 209 Laurel Avenue in Damascus, Virginia, and 
is open Thursday through Monday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The phone is 276-323-3046, and 
volunteers are welcome, if you’re interested. Send email to DTCinfo@appalachiantrail.org.  

Here are a few more facts about the new trail center: 
Financing:  A collaboration between ATC and the town of Damascus, the center was 

financed by gifts from Virginia’s Volgenau Foundation ($3 million), the Appalachian Regional 
Commission, the Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission, a Community Development Park 
grant and many individual and corporate donors. 

Space and programs: It’s 2,100 square feet with 1,000 square feet of outdoor 
programming space on a .4-acre lot.  It will serve as a center for environmental education and 
trail stewardship, providing a new location for workshops and trail maintenance training for 
volunteers and others. A badly-needed Wilderness First Aid course took place there Nov. 19-20, 
for which PATH was paying members’ tuition. 

This is an interior view of the new Damascus, Va., Trail Center, opened in late August. 



David Atkinson to lead PATH next year 
 
Trail worker and sawyer extraordinare David Atkinson was elected to lead PATH next 

year during an annual meeting that took place Nov. 19 in Winston-Salem. He succeeds former 
president Betsy Truscott, who is in the middle of a move to Georgia to be closer to her daughter. 
She had officially stepped down from the job several months ago. 

Other officers for next year are the same: Chris Bracknell as vice president, Hunt 
McKinnon as secretary and David Faucette as treasurer. 

Marcia Pencola was elected to the board replacing Martha Emrey, whose term was up, 
but other board members remain the same. They are Tina Tempest (through 2023); Tom Dillon, 
Ann Ramsey and Glenn Miller (through 2024). Non-voting advisors are Paul Haag, Ron 
Hudnell, Ed Martin and Jim Houck. Timekeeper is Michele Nester. 

As reported in the fall newsletter, we’re also looking for a new trail supervisor (alias trail 
boss) or several of them, following Jim Houck’s retirement from that job. Many thanks were 
expressed to Ron Hudnell for an outstanding job leading the September and October work 
weekends, which accomplished needed work at the Davis Path Campsite, near the new bog 
bridge, at Chestnut Knob shelter, with needed mowing using the DR mower, and getting our 
tools ready for next year, among other jobs.  

Ron says he doesn’t want to do it long-term, but there has been some scuttlebutt about 
dividing the job between several people, and that would ease the load. Ron, Chris Bracknell and 
Ed Martin were selected to talk about this and come up with a plan for trailwork in 2023. 

 
 
 

 
 

Commentary: Should Silkies be certified? 
 

The Fall PATH newsletter contained the statement that the new, larger Silky saws, 
which some of us are starting to use, “don’t require the same certification as crosscut saws 
– at least, not yet.” Josh Kloehn of ATC sent this response:  

 
There’s some gray area here. USFS chainsaw and crosscut sawyer certification aims to 

train and educate individuals on safe saw operations, not just on the tool (chainsaw or crosscut). 
Certifications cover all saw work above and beyond ‘brushing’ – which is everything under 5-
inch DBH (diameter at breast height). Clearing blowdowns is not brushing, and the stems or 
limbs are usually over 5 inches. 

To complicate things further, the USFS uses the following definition for crosscut saws - 
Crosscut Saw:  Any of various styles of handsaws operated by one or more persons to fell 
timber or cut logs manually, other than a bow saw, pruning saw, or brush saw. 

One could argue that a 2.5-to-3-foot Silky saw is something other than a pruning or brush 
saw, especially when it can easily manage a 10-to-20-inch log or blowdown.  



Clearing blowdowns is probably the most dangerous activity trail maintainers undertake. 
As saws like Silkies get sharper, longer and cheaper, bigger diameter materials are easier to 
tackle. We just need to make sure maintainers who are taking on these larger diameter 
blowdowns are aware of the inherent complexity of some cuts and trees. A 6-inch blowdown can 
have all sorts of binds and pose a serious risk of injury if the maintainer isn’t familiar with how 
the tree will react. Another 16-inch blowdown with binds and increased weight on the canopy or 
rootball is even more dangerous.  

Getting folks sawyer-certified provides that awareness and training to think more 
thoughtfully of those complex and non-complex cuts. I know it’s a weekend tied up in the 
sawyer course, but it helps in limiting accidents in the future – and increases our chances of all 
volunteers returning home safe and sound.  

This isn’t a judgment of the skills or expertise of PATH folks currently using the bigger 
Silky saws, just a note about mitigating and limiting risk on a dangerous activity. 

We will have crosscut courses on the Mount Rogers NRA in coming months – if PATH 
volunteers are interested, they should try to attend. Another way to expose folks to best practices 
is to utilize your current crosscut certified sawyers like David Atkinson. Y’all and David may 
already be doing this, but if David is going out to clear blowdowns – try to invite other PATH 
volunteers who are clearing blowdowns. If they’re new to clearing blowdowns, David would be 
able to share some tricks or techniques that he may have learned at the crosscut cert/recert 
workshops leading to safer cutting operations.  

Just my thoughts. Happy to entertain comments or questions! 
Josh Kloehn 

Mileposts 
 

Wesley Yates (Wes) Martin, club member and brother of sawyer 
Ed Martin, died peacefully on Oct. 25 after a protracted battle with 
complications resulting from cancer treatment. 

Wes taught theater arts for more than two decades in Wilkes 
County (N.C.) Schools and “loved his job and students,” Ed said. He was 
an actor as well and had for 14 years played Daniel Boone at the “Horn 
in the West” outdoor drama in Boone. That’s where this picture is from. 

He is survived by his wife of 27 years, Jeri Martin; his mother, 
Peggy Martin, and stepfather, Garrin Halsch; his brother, Edwin Hugh 
Martin Jr., and wife Jamie; his stepbrother, Paul, and wife, Juli; his 
stepsister, Tracy; his children, Rachel Minick (Ryan) and Caleb Hawkins (Anne “Laurence” 
Chenery); and four grandchildren. He was predeceased by his father, Edwin Hugh Martin. 

He was born June 10, 1961, in North Wilkesboro, and, his obituary said, “quickly 
proceeded to sing, dance, joke and occasionally educate himself into a career revolving around 
the performing arts.”  In addition to “Horn in the West,” he produced or directed many theater 
works in the Wilkes community through the years. 

A funeral service took place Nov. 5 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Wilkesboro. 
Donations may be made in memory of Wes Martin to establish a scholarship fund in the 
Department of Theatre and Dance at Appalachian State University, Wes’ alma mater. Send 
donations to Laura Laughridge, College of Fine and Applied Arts, ASU, Boone, N.C. 28608. 
 



  Myles E. Swain, husband of longtime PATH worker Sylvia Swain, died Aug. 20 in 
Fayetteville, N.C. He was 89 years old. A Celebration of Life took place Sept. 10 at Rogers and 
Breece Funeral Home in Fayetteville. 

Myles was born on June 22, 1933, in Coldwater, Mich., to the late Daisy (Leeder) and 
Edwin Swain. He is survived by Sylvia, daughter Dany Swain Roberson of Douglasville, Ga., 
and sons Michael K. Swain of Roanoke, Va., Donald Robert Baetz (Deborah) of Marysville, 
Ohio, and Sean E. Swain of Fayetteville. Also many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

He was retired from both the U.S. Army and the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office. 
Upon retiring a second time, he bought a Gold-Wing Motorcycle and small trailer, and he and 
Sylvia did a lot of traveling across country.  

Donations are welcomed to St. Jude Children’s Research or a charity of your choosing. 

  Trail neighbor Jonan Cassell Repass, 92, of Ceres, Va., passed away Saturday, October 
29, 2022. She was born May 28, 1930, in Bland County, daughter of the late Bailey and Annie 
Bogle Cassell. She was also preceded in death by her husband, Arten Repass, a brother, Douglas 
Cassell and sister, Evelyn Groseclose. Survivors include her son, Tommy Repass and brother, 
Otho Cassell, both of Ceres.  

Jonan’s home on the North Fork of the Holston River is well known to us. A memorial 
service was held November 1 at the Bland Funeral Chapel with Chaplin Jon E. Smith. In lieu of 
flowers, the family suggests memorial donations be made to the Bethany United Methodist 
Church in Ceres, Va. 

 

Bits and Pieces 

Here are our volunteer hours for 2022, compiled by timekeeper Michele Nester. Well done! 



  So you live a long way from a Red Cross facility and are having a hard time getting First 
Aid and CPR certification? So was Pete Whiteis, but he found a novel way of solving the 
problem: blended online and hands-on training that’s provided by both the American Heart 
Association and the Red Cross. 

“My biggest challenge is living so far from a Red Cross facility,” he said in an email 
post. “Getting the hands-on skills checked off at their location was difficult to manage. 

“I finally called my local Fire / Rescue and talked to them,” he said. “They had certified 
instructors who were willing to check me off on the hands-on portion for both the CPR and First 
Aid skills. For anyone having similar difficulties getting their hands-on skills checked off, ask 
the local FD. They are often willing to help.”  
  Friends of Glade Mountain, a new group formed to restore forest and Appalachian Trail 
access via Va. Rte. 86, had a court date in October with a Smyth County judge and Reggie 
Plummer, a landowner who has been trying to close the road. PATH member Bill Tanger 
reported that the judge said he would likely find in the Friends’ favor and asked their lawyer to 
draw up the order. No word yet on whether that has actually been done. 

For more, contact Bill and Friends at riverdancer1943@gmail.com or (540) 266-0237. 
They are still seeking new members for the Friends group, and no cost is involved. 
  For us old-timers: PATH’s most-senior senior citizen, Hollyce Highfill Kirkland, 
celebrated her 103rd birthday with a small party near their home in Tennessee on Oct. 31. Several 
older PATH members were able to make the trip, according to Hollyce’s husband Marvin. 
Those included Bill and Don Chatfield, Boyd Stanley and possibly a few others. Happy 
birthday! 
  Don’t forget that some Virginia hunting seasons continue into the winter and spring, and 
remember to wear blaze orange during them. For deer: Late archery season is Dec. 4-Jan. 7 in 
our area. Muzzleloader season is Dec. 17-Jan. 7 in our area. For bear: Firearms season continues 
Nov. 28-Jan. 7. Hunting seasons also exist for turkey and many small game animals. Many of 
those will continue into the spring. 
  This is the last call here for PATH’s new yellow t-shirt. You can both see and order it, 
short or long sleeve or hoodie, at this link. Thanks to Rich Freeman, Ron Hudnell and Ed 
Martin for putting this project together. Here’s the link:    
https://mommas-custom-tees-llc.square.site/product/PATHVolunteer/262 
 

Thought for the Season 
Above all, do not lose your desire to walk: every day I walk myself into a state of well- 
being and walk away from every illness. I have walked myself into my best thoughts, 

and I know of no thought so burdensome that one cannot walk away from it.” 
― Søren Kierkegaard 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This is a newsletter for the Piedmont Appalachian Trail Hikers, a trail work club that maintains 
approximately 70 miles of the Appalachian Trail in Southwest Virginia. This newsletter comes 
out four times a year, as long as we have enough material and contributions. It is sent by email to 
the PATH List and others, or by U.S. Mail to members who don’t have email. Feel free to print 
and post in your local outdoor store. SPRING DEADLINE  FEBRUARY 20, 2023. Web site:     
www.path-at.org. Or for info: PiedmontATHikers@gmail.com. Or see our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/PiedmontAThikers/ 

Tom Dillon, editor (tdillon27127@earthlink.net) or (336) 725-2760 



2022-23 Calendar 
 
This schedule for 2023 is obviously somewhat abbreviated, since we haven’t had a fulltime 
trail master for the coming year. More detail will be in the March newsletter. 
 
December 6, 2022  PATH Chainsaw Course   Sugar Grove, Va. 

A one-day chainsaw recertification course has been scheduled at the Sugar Grove work camp. 
Four PATH sawyers are scheduled to recertify. 

 
March 17-19, 2023  March Work Weekend   Sugar Grove, Va. 

Trail survey and maintenance, hopefully with a potluck Saturday night. We’re looking for 
wintertime damage to our trail sections and trying to put together a work schedule for the coming 

spring months. 
 

April 21-23, 2023  April Work Weekend   Sugar Grove, Va. 
General trail maintenance, hopefully with a potluck Saturday night. We’re looking to take care of 
wintertime damage to our trail and trying to put together a work schedule for the coming months. 
 
May 19-21, 2023  May Work Weekend   Stony Fork Camp, Va. 
General maintenance, hopefully with a potluck Saturday night. We’ll likely be looking to prepare 
for the coming wave of through-hikers on our 70 miles. This may also be our 2023 Summerfest 

(or Springfest, if you insist). More information in March. 
 
August 4-7 2023  AT Vista 2023   Johnson City, Tenn. 
AT Vista 2023, Aug. 4-7 in Johnson City, Tenn., is a long weekend 

of hikes, workshops, excursions and entertainment planned to 
replace the late lamented ATC Biennials. More info and reports, as 

well as a link to sign up for a newsletter, are at www.atvista.org. 
 
 

 PATH Officers 

President   
David Atkinson, 10 Sunset Summit 
Asheville, N.C. 28804 
(252) 622-8040 
1david.atkinson@gmail.com   
 
Secretary   
Hunt McKinnon, 2201 Sir Walter Court, 
Greenville, N.C. 27858       (252) 916-3220 
Mckinnonw@ecu.edu 

Vice President 
Chris Bracknell, 1137 Gleaves Road, 
Ivanhoe, Va. 24350 
(276) 621-5528 
wbracknell@juno.com  
 
Treasurer   
David Faucette, 1105 Hunting Ridge Road, 
Raleigh, N.C. 27615            (919) 848-3811 
dfaucette1948@gmail.com  



Want to Join? 
 
We will be working on the Trail in 2023, despite coronavirus, 
monkey pox or whatever illness you want to name. If you’d like to 
join us, here’s how: You may join PATH (or renew) at our Web site, 
www.path-at.org, with PayPal, or print and mail this form with check 
or money order. You can also attend work weekends/meetings and 
join or renew there. Please don’t mail cash!  

 
Name (s) _______________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________State __________ Zip _________ 
 
Telephone ____________________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________ 
Annual membership dues are $20 for an individual _____, $25 for 
a family ____ or $15 for a student______. Donations are also 

accepted. Donation total _____________________ 
Send payment to PATH Treasurer, P.O. Box 4423, Greensboro, North Carolina 27404. Total 
amount enclosed _____________ 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Piedmont Appalachian Trail Hikers 
P.O. Box 4423 
Greensboro, N.C. 27404 
Address correction requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


